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]hE sucEEisful ﬂpEratinll ﬂ'f thE‘ and Architectural Preservation], and the Mt. Washingten Retail Asseciation,”
Berry said.
Baltimore [|3“|"k5 relies upon Innate in all of the work Berry and RTKL does is the importance of the
bad i client/designer collaborative relationship, which in this case also includes a concerned
the proper firing and operation  public. “Inherent in all built projects is the residue of compromise.” Berry says.
L y ! “... The Baltimore Clayworks project is much smaller than the work RTKL typically
of its two gas-fired Kilns. undertakes for its commercial clients. However, successful design transcends a pro-
ject’s given size. This project works because it is an example of a project that doesnt
outright reject the site's history and traditional context, but uses that context to
inform and guide a modern architectural expression — thereby creating a result whose
whole is greater than the sum of its parts.” PMD

CoCA-COLA BOTTLING WORKS By fennifer Gill |

Preserving another part
of America’s valuable,
small-town history

Few things could be described as being more American than Harley- s
Davidson and Coca-Cola. 1 is quite fitting, then, that these companies |55
wauld be a large part of York, Pa., history, especiall since York often i
recogaized s the first capital of the Uniled States. Even more fittingis 5
the renovation and historical restoration project of a 1940's fomer |
Coca-Cola Boltling Works building, nearing completion at press time just |2
2 lew miles from the Harley-Davidson factory. Buill in 1942, the
masoary on the old bottling plant was covered by 3 prefabricated metal additioa in 1979, :dumhqadapteﬁhfmmmm selfstorage faciity.

Architect Danika Dallam, RA, vice president of York-based SAA Architects, fondly recalis louring the building as an elementary stadeal. “SAN's owner, Mark Shermyer, and |
both remember when the building was in use as the Coca-Cola Botthing Works,” she said. “Mark has a big background in restoration and adaplive re-use, 5o we were particularly
pleased lo be working on this project.” The building's awnes, Ken Snyder, himself a highly skilled mason, was extremely supportive of the masonry resloration effort, bringing
abaard two local companies 1o assist: mason contractor Donald W. Miller, Inc.., and masonry color experts Exact Match Masonry Staining,

Dalam recalls many challenges. “Our primary focus for an adaplive resse design is how well we can make the original structure adapt to the new proposed use. This slracture
was ideal for self storage!” The original windows, designed to permit natural fight for the bottling staff, allowed storage uaits to be visible from the exterior, which i the current
trend with self-storage. Dalam explained, “1f we want people staring at whal's going oa within the buikding, we need the area arouad the windows 1o be just as beautifull™

Upon removing metal panels around the facade, Dallam’s team was disappoined Lo discover large amounts of missing cast stone. “Fortunately, when the building adcition was added
on, they did not remove the cast stone features on the east side. The coping and finkals were removed by 2 crane and replaced on the facade.” Anather viclory was counted when the
general contractor located the manufacturer of the original cast stone, who still had the malds from the 1940 o replace the missing peeces. The next challenge came when the pre-cast
architeclural accents were pul in to place and all of the masoary deaning, restoration and paichwork had been done, Dalam recalls, “The Arl Deco fagade was restored, but the problem
was the glaring difference between the original, weathered precast and the new sections.” Matthew Gill, operatians manager for Exact Match Masonry Staining, describes his wark on
the site. “hging pre-cast 1o gel an exact match can be iricky, bul we took the new precast from 2008 to circa 1940 in two days. Dur product camies  30-year warranty, s the approach
w Lok - as well a5 the custem colors created onsite - had lo be tesally perfect, because there was no gelting the product back off again once we put it on.”

Bill's team also visually reduced excess mortar from re-peinted areas with staining techniques, matched brick from various stages of past renovation, and cobor-comected ather
areas of excessively weathered precast that needed to be repewed. “We were the last puzzle piece to the renovation and getting the exact match that Danika and SAA had in mind,"
hie said. “When there are limitations with matching materials, we remove the limitations so thal masons, architects, general contractors and buslding owners can do their final
inspection and find no evidente thal 2 mismalch ever existed, It's ironic. We do our job so well thal no one can spol where we've worked!”

Dillam and SAA Architects loak forward to the completion of the project; the firm wil celebeat the adaptive re-use and presenvation of another part of America's vallusble, smal-own hestory, PMD

Jennifer Gill is o freclance writer and marketing director for Exoct Match Masenry Staining
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